VZCZCXYZOOOO 
00  RUE H WEB 


DE  RUEHTV  #1984/01  2421423 
ZNY  SSSSS  ZZH 
0 291423Z  AUG  08 
FM  AMEMBASSY  TEL  AVIV 

TO  RUEHC/SECSTATE  WASHDC  IMMEDIATE  8244 
INFO  RUEHAM/AMEMBASSY  AMMAN  PRIORITY  4676 
RUEHLB /AMEMBASSY  BEIRUT  PRIORITY  4329 
RUEHEG /AMEMBASSY  CAIRO  PRIORITY  2683 
RUEHDM/ AMEMBASSY  DAMASCUS  PRIORITY  5091 
RUEHLO /AMEMBASSY  LONDON  PRIORITY  1952 
RUEHFR/ AMEMBASSY  PARIS  PRIORITY  0171 
RUEHRH /AMEMBASSY  RIYADH  PRIORITY  1335 
RUEH JM/ AMCONSUL  JERUSALEM  PRIORITY  0365 
RHEHNSC/NSC  WASHDC  PRIORITY 

SECRET  TEL  AVIV  001984 

SIPDIS 
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TAGS:  PREL  PGOV  PTER  EG  KPAL  IR  IS 

SUBJECT:  DEFENSE  MINISTER  BARAK'S  DISCUSSIONS  IN  EGYPT 
FOCUS  ON  SHALIT,  TAHDIYA,  ANTI-SMUGGLING,  AND  IRAN 

Classified  By:  DCM  Luis  G.  Moreno,  Reason  1.4  (b)  (d) 

f.  1 . (S)  Summary.  Defense  Minister  Ehud  Barak's  August  23  visit  to  Egypt  was  a success,  according  to  MOD  Arab  Affairs  Adviser  David  Hacham.  Be 
T2 . (S)  MOD  Arab  Affairs  Adviser  David  Hacham,  who  was  a member  of  Barak's  delegation,  provided  Pol  Couns  with  an  overview  of  Barak's  August  22 
f.3 . (S)  Regarding  the  Tahdiya,  Hacham  said  Barak  stressed  that  while  it  was  not  permanent,  for  the  time  being  it  was  holding.  There  have  beer 

f4 . (S)  Turning  to  Egypt's  anti-smuggling  efforts,  Hacham  said  Barak  had  decided  to  praise  Egypt's  performance  publicly  both  in  genuine  acknowl 

J5 . (S)  In  terms  of  atmospherics,  Hacham  said  the  Israeli  delegation  was  "shocked"  by  Mubarak's  aged  appearance  and  slurred  speech.  Hacham  was 
f.6 . (S)  Iran  reportedly  was  also  on  Barak's  agenda.  Hacham  did  not  provide  details  of  the  discussions,  but  said  Barak  and  the  Egyptian  leader 

f.7 . (S)  Comment:  Barak's  visit  and  especially  his  public  praise  of  Egypt's  anti-smuggling  efforts  is  evidence  that  MOD'S  close  cooperation  wit 


